2
Response to Discussion 1
In your explanation of the interaction between the justice system and public health, you provide several contexts where the justice system impacts the health outcomes within the community. However, little is mentioned regarding how these public health outcomes have impacted the justice system. For instance, have any health outcomes due to the current justice system led to any changes in policies or statutes to address them? Also, it is unclear how the “health impact assessments” influence and shape physical and mental health outcomes. Nonetheless, I concur that by looking at biomedical, behavioral, structural, and environmental factors, the justice system can gain a better understanding of crime, criminal behavior, and how to reduce recidivism. Additionally, you point out one negative interaction between the justice system and public health, in the sense that incarcerated individuals experience much higher rates of chronic health problems, substance abuse, and mental illness than the general public (Potter & Rosky, 2013). I would add that some of the negative impacts of incarceration on public health transcend the level of the incarcerated individuals to include their families and the society in general.
For instance, various negative health consequences of high community-level incarceration rates in adults have been observed, including impacts on sexual health, cardiometabolic and lung health, and mental/behavioral health (Gifford, 2019). Furthermore, children in neighborhoods with high incarceration rates were shown to have worse cognitive outcomes in reading comprehension, math problem solving, and memory- and attention-related tasks (Gifford, 2019). Gifford (2019) also pointed out that having a family member incarcerated has negative physical and mental health effects for women, such as a correlation with increased risk of obesity, heart attack or stroke, and fair or poor self-reported health.
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